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Contact Info
Phone
608-365-7835

Address
845 Hackett Street
Beloit, Wisconsin 53511

Office Hours
Tuesday - Thursday
12:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Email
info@beloithistoricalsociety.com

Website
www.beloithistoricalsociety.com

Like us on Facebook!

WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

The Growth of A City:
Beloit’s Women’s Clubs

Women’s clubs and
organizations contributed
significantly to the growth of
Beloit through various civic and
welfare projects. Can you
imagine a city without a public
library or city garbage
collection?

The new YWCA building was dedicated in 1959
with the mortgage burning ceremony taking place
June 2, 1965.

The establishment of these services was
through the efforts of the Beloit
Federation of Women during the early
1900s. The federation began in 1894 to bring Beloit's women’s clubs together.
Social clubs such as the East End Club (1893), Current Literature Club (1897)
and the Art League (1927) pursued increased knowledge of literature, arts and
history. These clubs have been instrumental in providing support to the growth of
the arts in Beloit.

Women’s military organizations such as the Women’s Relief Corps (1887) and
service clubs such as Wa-Tan-Ye Club (Beloit chapter founded in 1953)
supported a large number of welfare projects for veterans, seniors and school
children.

The Women’s Culture Club, an affiliate of the Wisconsin
State Association of Colored Women, is the oldest black
women'’s club in Beloit. Founded in 1923 to build a better social
life for Beloit’'s young women and to undertake philanthropy as
well as arts and crafts.

WA- TAN-YE CLUB
OF
BELOIT, WISCONSIN

History Matters
Four Seasonal Programs on Beloit History Topics
Spring Program: Wed, March 22 1:00 pm, 845 Hackett

Speaker: Donna Langford, BHS Executive Director
Topic: The Growth of a City: Beloit's Women’s Clubs
A service ¢;rganlu:lon

Admission: $8 non-members / $5 members - e
Summer, fall & winter programs announced at later date WOMEN
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A look at the many changes occurring at 108 W. Grand over
more than a century of Beloit’s history. Blue Collar Coffee
recently relocated to this location which is Beloit's newest
downtown remodel project.

Above & below: The same building viewed from different angles, Above: A plain exterior covered the lovely old details from the
pre-automobile and later with a ramp leading towards the river. historic building. Below: We can now enjoy those old details
and a river view while drinking our coffee.

o
Daley « Murphy « Wisch

& Associates
FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATORIUM

‘We have 100 years of experience caring for families, from all walks of life. 2355 C.f anston Hd., Beloit Wisconsin
Each family comes to us because they know we are leaders in our profession, dedicated Tele D hone 362-3444
to excellence in service, and have the highest integrity.

Humt.mv.n people Wlth a common concern www.daleymurphywisch.com

Jerry L. Murphy Rana Wood Julie Navlyt Michele Van Fleet  Heidi Murphy Roth  Heather Murphy Kate Sutherland

Ouwner, Funeral Director Funeral Director Certified Pre-Planning  Roth Business Manager ~ Funeral Service dssistant ~ Funeral Service Assistant
Funeral Director Counselor

Nicole Wolf

Keeley Jordan DeCarlos Nora Sean Murphy ¢
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Assistant Assistant Funeral Director Funeral Director =
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BELOIT, KANSAS

Born in Maine in 1827 and dying in
Washington state in 1906, Timothy
Fletcher Hersey’s lifetime spanned |
most of the 19" Century as well as the |
continental United States. His father,
Ira Hersey, a miller, brought his wife [
and children to Beloit in 1837. The
1840 US Census has them living in
Winnebago County, lllinois, but it must ||
have been very close to the state line
as the family were founding members
of Beloit’s First Congregational
Church in 1838. In the Spring of L

1844, Ira was involved in building a MAIN STREET LOOKING EAST - BELOIT, KANSAS
dam across the Rock River with David
Merrill and John Atchley that was sold to Hanchett and Lawrence. The 1850 Census shows the family living in
the Town of Afton.

Hersey must have learned the milling trade from his father. In 1857, he is the first settler in newly created
Dickinson County, Kansas Territory, at a stagecoach stop named Mud Creek. Timothy is credited with building
the first house in this community and his wife is credited with renaming it Abilene. He had a seemingly
successful life in Abilene.

By 1869 he relocated about 90 miles northwest (at the junction of the Union Pacific and Missouri Pacific
railroads) to the banks of the Solomon River in newly formed Mitchell County where he became the first settler.
The name of Beloit was given in honor of his hometown in Wisconsin. He established both a sawmill

and grist mill there. Beloit, Kansas,
had a 2021 population of 3407 and
is the County Seat of Mitchell

E" TE County.
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS Life@ircle

Advertise in our Newsletter! —

-~ /7 '
\J
| :
Plonning & Wealth Management Director T H R I v - {4 :

608-365-2115 | ThelifeCircle.com 3
CONTACT ME Alex Nicholas Doniel.Winter @AXA-Advisors.com L OO A

anicholas@lpicommunities.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2538

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.lpicommunities.com Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wl B 4C 01-1432
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Fifty years ago on Friday, April 20 (Good Friday), news of Watergate occupied the front page of the Beloit Daily News.
By Saturday, the focus changed to area floods brought on by days of rain followed by a torrential downpour Friday night-
6 “ in Walworth County and “only” 4” in the Beloit area. Clinton was particularly hard hit. Saturday afternoon, it was
Beloit’s turn, with waters cresting at about 4 p.m. This was not the Easter weekend anyone had planned!

USGS 05431500 TURTLE CREEK MEAR CLINTON, W1

&
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A plot of data from the U.S. Geological
Survey shows the discharge (volume of
water flowing each second) past a
gauging station on Turtle Creek near
Clinton. The week before April 20", the
mean flow was already more than twice
the typical flow in Turtle Creek. The
ground was so saturated that additional
rain simply ran into the creek. The
downpour Friday night led to more than a 16-fold increase in discharge and failure of dams, resulting in a rise of nine
feet on Turtle Creek in the Beloit area in addition to a one-foot rise
on the Rock River. The downtown area streets and beyond were
flooded from about Broad Street south to the creek. South Beloit
experienced inundation
covering twice that area.

In Beloit, Freeman Shoes
(Figures 1-3) suffered the
greatest damage with more
than a $2 million loss ($13.4

atd water was flowmg mto the
warehouse.

The following account and
photographs come from

Beloit Daily News reports.

TOWING e REGOERY
Serving Wisconsin and lllinois

GMC Heavy and light duty
Trucks and Auto

608-362-5377

We Make Buying Easy
2700 Milwaukee Road e Beloit, WI 53511 1633 Huebbe Parkway, Beloit, Wi

HENDRICKSGROUP.NET FinleyBuickGMC.com 608-365-0908 | |[mwiww.deweysservice:cam |
@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.lpicommunities.com Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wl C 4C 01-1432
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The fire department, public-works employees, Freeman employees, and volunteers worked feverishly to
sandbag, pump, and transfer shoes and equipment to dry areas. Nonetheless, 150,000 pairs of shoes were
ruined and others were damaged. Those pairs that could be salvaged (Fig. 3) were sold at reduced prices.

East side of -State St.
north of Broad St.

Right: m—)
Looking north on Mill at
St. Paul. Post office (on
left) had 3” of mud and
water. Postal employees
drove trucks home to
protect them and the
mail.

) Left:

Broad St. east of State.
Majestic Theater on left.
Ace Hardware and
Blackhawk Bank
occupy the area today.

Right: '

Water extended along E.

Grand Ave. surrounding

Emmanuel Baptist
Church.

Lower right:
Lathers Road Bridge over
Turtle Creek suffered

damage. >

Greater than twenty-five
million dollars (about $170
million today) in damages in
the Stateline area should not
be taken lightly. Many lessons
were learned from the flood
concerning storm-water
management, like the need
for culverts and avoidance of
building in low areas. Time
Some residential areas were hard hit, particularly the will tell if enough changes

White Oaks neighborhood along the creek. were made.

Firefighters helped with sand-bagging.

When You Need More Support, Turn To

Beloit Regional
HOSPICE
Member of Beloit Health System

608-363-7421 ¥

www.beloitregionalhospice.com

# ;= AD DESIGN

~ with purchase
Mg of this space

CALL 800-950-9952
@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.lpicommunities.com Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wl D 4C 01-1432




We want to give recognition and appreciation
to these 2022 donors to the Beloit Historical
Society. We would not be able to preserve
Beloit’s history without you!

(These categories do not include money towards dues.)

Gifts Over $10,000
Anonymous

Gifts $5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous

Mary Herrmann
Richard Dexter

Gifts $1,000 to $4,999
Angus-Young Associates
Beloit Health System
Prudence Harker
LifeCircle Matching Gift

R H Batterman & Co, Inc.
W. Richard Gerhard

Gifts $500 to $999
Danielle Clifton

Edgar Bergmann
Fairbanks Morse & Co.
Harry Wong M.D.

Lois Swanson

Network For Good

(multiple donors, Giving Tuesday,
Facebook)

Rod & Kim Gottfredsen -
(Austin's Barber Shop)

V. L. Brown (in memory of Bill &
Jackie Landers)

Wesley and Sonja Brill

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Advertise in our Newsletter!

CONTACT ME Alex Nicholas

anicholas@lpicommunities.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2538

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.lpicommunities.com
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Gifts $100 to $499

Al Wendorf

Annie Collins (honoring Carolyn Rose)
Arthur Luebke

Connie and Jerry Sveum
Constance Matusiak

Deanna Feuerstein

(honoring Jim Haight)

Dennis Conerton

Elizabeth Brewer

Elizabeth Magnus

G. Curtis and Barbara Lansbery
Gary and Marilyn Cook

GVG Tours, LLC

Intermediate Women's Club of
Beloit

James and Cheryl Caldwell
Jeff Adams

Jeff/Linda Perrigo (Elizabeth Merchant)

Jeff and Susan Johnson
(honoring Elizabeth Merchant)

Jennifer Scott

Jerry Gustafson
(honoring Janet and Douglas Nicolls)

Jim and Marianne Wilson
Joy Boardman

Joyce Haight

Larry and Alice Olson
Lynn Blair-Rasmussen
Mary Ann Meyer

“EVERY TOWN HAS TO HAVE A
PLACE TO KEEP ITS HISTORY,

OTHERWISE IT WILL BE LOST”

John Patrick

Gifts $100 to $499 (cont.)

Mim and Tom Warren

Nicolette Meister and Kevin Larson
Richard Blakely

Roger Dutcher

Ronald and Janet Tilley

Sharon Bishop

Shirley Kirkpatrick

Teri and Don Downing

Tom and Susie O'Brien

Tom Jordan

US Cellular Employee Match
Victoria Collins (honoring David/Annie CoIIins)
William Green and Linda Forman
William Mathis

William Priewe and Elizabeth Meek

Gifts to $99

Adrienne Massel

Alain and Wendy Dereix

Beth Ponhl

Beth Schmuck

Betty Holloway

Beverly Melton and Ernie Bollerud
Bonnie Cunningham

Bonnie Kretsos

Butch Dix

Carol Elliot (honoring Carolyn Rose)

Carol Fryar

® Burglary

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

ADT | phorzed | gafeStreets

Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, WI

833-287-3502
E 4C 01-1432



Gifts to $99 (cont.)

Carol Mankiewicz / Carl Mendelson

Dan & Laurie Vesper
(Honoring Elizabeth Merchant)

David and Kelly Bolgrien

David Nuciforo

Dean and Marilyn Mohring

Deborah Waite

Dennis and Cathy Monahan

Donna Langford

Dorothy Harrell and Craig Davis

Douglas and Diane Mitchell

Edith Carlson

Ellen Joyce

Eugene Weeden

Finley Buick GMC

Fran and Marilyn Fruzen

George Olson

Jacquelyn Jackson

Jan Ocker

Janet and Roy Hahn

Jeffrey Larson

Jesse and Sandra Calkins

John Patch

Kathryn and Joe Lomax

Kay and Tom Nightingale

Ken and Nancy Forbeck

Ken Fairbert

Lee and Marilyn Fassett

Loren and Diane Sass

Marge Fizzell

Marlene Bachim

Marlene Erickson

Mary Mowers

America’s leading full-service
supplier of exterior and

interior building products

¥

A ||
Supply Co. inc.

More than 790 locations nationwide

abcsupply.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.lpicommunities.com
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Gifts to $99 (cont.)

Michael Trudgeon

Mike and Deb Fallon

Nancy M. Vance

Nancy Wallace and Tim Ramsey
Peter Halverson

Richard and Joan Niemiec

Rita Kades (honoring Carolyn Rose)
Ruthann Trinco

Sandra Adamsky

Shirley von Allmen

Sonia Wright

Terri Lang

Thomas Merchant (honor Elizabeth Merchant)
Tom and Jacki Roehl

Tom and Peggy Lang

Tony Bachim

Vicki Johnson

Winfred Bold

Grants Awarded in 2022
Women's Fund of the Stateline
Community Foundation

Blackhawk Questers Chapter 223
Colonel Robert H. Morse Foundation

Donors of Artifacts to the
Collection
Susan Chamberlain

Clinton Historical Society
Richard Dexter

W. Richard Gerhard
Susan Gillespie

Donna Granath

Harry Hamilton

Larry Hansen

Tom Holmes

Penny Jinner

Bill Landers

Jeffery Larson

Cathy Leigfried

Dale Lentz

David Luebke
Douglas Lundwall
Shirley Matteson
Arlene Peterson

Tom Polaski

William Priewe
Marguerite Quillen
Julie Rath

Marte and Bridget Ring
Leith Rohr

Loren Sass

Marianna Seipts Page
Trudy Smith

Bob and MaryAnn Sveom
Brenda Thompson
Carl Turner

David Vogelson
Leland Wilson

Wright Museum of Art

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.

BRING YOUR PASSION.
S| WORK WITH PURPOSE.

* Paid training » Some travel
= Work-life balance

= Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, WI

F 4C 01-1432
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TRIVIA TEASER

Message from
Executive Director,
Donna Langford

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month. During 2022
the Beloit Historical Society was blessed with twenty-one
volunteers who gave a total of 2363 reported hours.
Many of these volunteers were active every week serving
with enthusiasm. Projects included mailings and other
office work, researching and installing gallery exhibits,
building maintenance and grounds clean up. Collections
projects involved photographing, scanning and rehousing
artifacts.

Project Highlights

Alan has been scanning and researching historic sports
photographs in the BHS collections for the past few
years. Many of these photos are unidentified, therefore
Alan compares them to photos in yearbooks, sporting
event programs and other documents to determine the
names of the athletes. Knowing the names allows us to
recognize the achievements of particular athletes. Their
names are also useful for genealogical research and to
increase our understanding of general Beloit history.

Billy focuses on the military objects, photographs and
archives in our collections. He researches these objects
in order to learn about the soldiers connected to them.
History is about people with material culture providing
information on how people lived. Billy’s examination of
historical material culture brings the veterans and their
experiences to the forefront.

Chris and Linda do transcription projects. They are
master typists converting original hand written letters,
newspaper columns and typed indices into digital files.
These files are searchable, making research of various
history topics easier and quicker.

Mary and Nancy do an amazing job creating this news-
letter. Mary determines the article topics and layout while
Nancy does the graphic design and readies it for printing.

The efforts of all of the volunteers contribute to increasing
and improving the ways that the Society serves the Beloit
community. Thank you for everything that you do!

Question: In 1919 a very popular Beloit College
professor wrote an unflattering book about a
fictional city and college which was very similar to
Beloit and caused quite a stir in the community.
He was fired from the college as a result of the
book. What was the name of the book? (Extra
bonus points if you can also name the professor).
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Blakely
& Blakely
La\\j Firm

o
!

Robert G. Blakely
- Attorney At Law -

1122 Cranston Road, Suite 2
Beloit, WI 53511
608-365-4401

bob@blakelylaw.biz

/Y

ANGUS-YOUNG

ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS
Interiors | Landscape
555 South River Street 316 West Washington Ave
Janesville, WI 53548 Suite 800
Ph. (608) 756-2326 Madison, WI 53703-3050
Ph. (608) 284-8225

www.blakelylaw.biz Bln e IR res il ey

WWW.angusyoung.com

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.lpicommunities.com

Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wi G 4C 01-1432



/Vea/ Lo tée &//w t/a/( by esse torcher 9

—e - -

The Benevolent and Protectlve Order of EIks

Beloit Elks Club located behind the Hotel Hilton

“Nothing hurts like being forgotten and surely
nothing helps like being remembered”.

Early ledgers used by the club

The Order of Elks was founded in 1868 as a social club for traveling minstrel performers in New York City. The
Beloit chapter organized in 1903 on the site of what is now First National Bank and Trust. The first Exalted Ruler
was J.S. Allen. The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks made it their mission to make their country and
Beloit a better place. Their charity programs included: support for Boy and Girl Scouts, youth sports and
summer camps, scholarships, aid for people with disabilities, raising money for cancer research, aid for
hospitalized veterans, the construction of a veteran’s memorials and more. They decreed, “So long as there are
veterans in our hospitals the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks will never forget them”.

The Beloit Chapter of the Elks disbanded in 2022 bringing an end to 119 years of history. Recently, a group of
former Elks made the decision to donate what remained with them to the Beloit Historical Society. This giant
donation consists of photographs, paintings, plaques, posters, financial documents, membership books, minute
books, bylaws and constitutions, scrapbooks, and a quilt embroidered with all of the Wisconsin Elk Lodges and
their numbers. This donation ensures that the Beloit Elks will have their history preserved for generations to
come. Thank you for your donation and for all that you have done for our community. You will not be forgotten.

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.lpicommunities.com Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wl H 4C 01-1432



i BHS News

PLEASE WELCOME
Flora Milford

Flora Milford is a junior at
Beloit College. She is
spending this semester
interning with the Beloit
Historical Society through
the Duffy Program. At BHS,
she is working on a project
to learn about different neighborhoods within
Beloit and their history. This project will culminate
in something she can distribute throughout the
Beloit community.

As a creative writing major, Flora has always
sought to learn from people different from herself
and work to share their stories. By interacting
directly with the Beloit community at BHS, she is
able to do this. At Beloit College, Flora writes for
the Round Table Newspaper, works with the
Sexual Health and Reproductive Choice Coalition,
and has a radio show through WBCR.

Welcome Hew MWembers

Rick Drost
Albert Engleson
Clarence Furset

Jim Hosey

Kathy James
Louanne James
Colette Meister

Robert Pakes
Debra Ramsey

Peg Theder
Sandra Trabert

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Dane Lundwall

Dane has volunteered with BHS

since early 2022. Dane has

used his incredible passion and

skill for photography to assist in

every area of our mission. He

has photographed numerous

artifacts and events, organized digital and original
photographs for collections and marketing, and
participated in numerous other projects and activities.

Dane is a Beloit native. He attended Rock county
Christian School and Blackhawk Tech where he studied
marketing. He spent many years living in Madison, but
is now back in his hometown and employed at Beloit
College. He loves to spend his free time writing,
drawing, reading, taking photographs, gardening,
hiking, digitally painting and restoring historic
photographs. He is an active member of his church.

We are very grateful for Dane’s help!

20th Roy Chapman Andrews Explorer Award

- —

Dr. Sarah Stewart
Johnson, American
planetary scientist,
astronomer, biologist,
geochemist and Principal
Investigator at Johnson
Biosignatures Lab,
Georgetown University is
this year’s award recipient.

Dr. Johnson’s acceptance lecture is titled
“Contending With the Truly Alien”

April 14 at 4:30 pm, Beloit Public Library
(open to the public - no charge to attend)

This also marks the 100th anniversary since Beloit native Roy
Chapman Andrews was featured on the cover of TIME
Magazine (age 39) for his 5 Gobi Desert expeditions.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.lpicommunities.com
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BHS now offers 2 NEW Membership Levels for 2023

LEGACY $2,500
CONSERVATOR $1,000

Benefits of Sustaining members PLUS gift memberships,
behind the scenes tours & free admission to events.

ENJOY THESE GREAT MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS!

CONFLUENCE MEMBER SUSTAINING
NEWSLETTER DISCOUNTS MEMBER

Confluence highlights Beloit Enjoy discounts on Society Sustaining Memberships come

5 you up-to events, reduced research rates, with a NARM membership,

y happenings and complementary access to giving card holders access to

es each year the Lubke Library over 1,000 museums.

Learn more about the benefits of membership or purchase your membership instantly at beloithistory.org.

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Community!

Instantly create and

purchase an ad with

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.lpicommunities.com Beloit Historical Society, Beloit, Wl J 4C 01-1432
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BHS Staff

Donna Langford, Exec. Director
Jesse Herscher, Asst. Director

Board of Directors

Rick Dexter, President

Jackie Jackson, Vice President
Tom Larsen, Treasurer

Dick Gerhard

Ellen Joyce

Amy Wilson

Confluence Producers
Mary Herrmann, Editor
Nancy Wallace, Graphic Design
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The shaded part of this map shows the vast areas of Beloit and
South Beloit that were affected by the flood of 1973. Flooding in
business basements went as far north as Public Ave. including
the fire station at Public and Pleasant. The water in the station

didn’t affect the ability to aid in the flood clean-up around town.

More pictures and story on pages 4-5

U.S. Postage

Our First Legacy Members

William Priewe and Elizabeth Meeks

Sustaining Memberships

Larry and Karen Arft
*Jesse and Sandra Calkins
Joe and Ann Chamberlain
Richard Dexter
Teri and Don Downing
W. Richard Gerhard
Sharon and Harvey Kopp
Anna and Tom Larsen
Nicolette Meister/Kevin Larson
Sam and Judy Paddock
Charles Ricksecker
Michael Schnur
John and Bonnie Wetter
Henry Wieland
Harry Wong M.D.

John and Becky Wong
Mary Wong Palmer

*Designates new sustaining member




